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think they will conclude that it was a truly
tragic accident, that a series of very bad mis-
takes were made, and a tragic accident oc-
curred.

I also, frankly—after Mr. Pickering made
his important but difficult journey there, I
noted that the reports, the contents of the
report, were highlighted in Chinese news for
2 or 3 days thereafter, which I took to be
quite a positive sign, actually.

So this is a difficult, painful period for
them and for our relationship, but I’m not—
I haven’t given up on the WTO. I’d still like
to see it finished this year. And I think we’ll
work through this.

Chancellor Schroeder. Last question.

Congressional Support for
Reconstruction Funds

Q. Mr. President, your ability to keep your
commitments on the aid to the region is de-
pendent upon a Congress that has been very
reluctant to come up with money. Do you
anticipate difficulty there? And have you
done anything to lay the groundwork with
the Congress?

President Clinton. Well, yes and yes. Yes,
I anticipate some difficulty; and yes, I’ve
worked hard to lay the groundwork.

We have had lots of meetings on Kosovo,
as you know, larger meetings with Congress.
I have said all along that I thought that we
had to participate in the long-term recon-
struction, that I thought that we—just as in
the peacekeeping—we can have a marginally
more modest role in peacekeeping and re-
construction because we had a relatively larg-
er role during the air campaign and paid a
lot of the cost of that.

But we have—the Congress did give us
funds, for example, in this supplemental, to
help to pay for the relocation of the Kosovars’
home and the attendant costs related to that.
So I think that if we can make the case, that
they will be willing to support it. And it’s
part of our responsibility.

You know, I just want to urge you to give
us some time to come up with a plan for
the short run, and then let the leaders in the
region come up with a long-term plan and
let us all sort of join together.

I think that our Congress and our tax-
payers will be like most people—they want

to know what is the big picture; what is the
long-term objective here; how does it relate
to the interests of ordinary families in Ger-
many and the United States, throughout Eu-
rope? And I think these are questions we’ll
be able to answer, and I think we’ll get the
support we need.

Do you want to take a European journalist
question? Equal time here. [Laughter] You
guys owe me one. [Laughter]

President’s Visit to Slovenia
Q. Mr. President, you are going now to

Slovenia. What’s the purpose for the visit,
and also the message of your visit in Slove-
nia?

President Clinton. Well, first of all, I’m
going to Slovenia to highlight our partner-
ship, our shared values, and our shared fu-
ture. But I want the American people and
the rest of the world to see a successful coun-
try in southeastern Europe that has done a
good job of promoting democracy, of advanc-
ing prosperity, of working for integration in
the region and with the rest of Europe.

They represent what I believe a whole re-
gion can become. So the Slovenians have
been, in my view, very good citizens and good
partners with all of us, and I have to highlight
that. But I also want the trip to spark the
imagination of others, both within the Bal-
kans and beyond it, about the kind of future,
the kind of societies we can build in all those
countries if we work at it.

Thank you.
Q. Mr. President, take one more? Mr.

President?
Chancellor Schroeder. One question for

a European journalist. [Laughter]

Administration of Kosovo/Duration of
U.S. Troop Involvement

Q. Thank you very much, Mr. Chancellor.
Thank you, Mr. Chancellor.

Kosovo obviously now urgently needs an
administration. How quickly do you think
that can be facilitated via the OSCE or the
European Union, and can the U.S. Ameri-
cans contribute to that?

And now, one thing regarding President
Clinton—6,000 soldiers on the ground; how
long are they going to stay there for? How
long will you want them to stay there? How
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